University of Biskra/ Department of English
PHONETICS SECOND YEAR (L2) TERM 3/ EXAM

PHONETICS EXAM KEY ANSWERS AND SCORING

ACTIVITY ONE (5 points)
e Correct the mistakes in the following sentences. O1pts for each

1. Two-syllable-simple verbs are stressed on the final syllable when it contains a short vowel.

Long vowel, a diphthong or a short vowel and ends with more than one consonants
2. The pronunciation of the verb realize is/ 'r1alaiz / True
3. Prefixes rarely affect stress placement because they are most of the time neutral.
True

4. Three-syllable simple nouns can be stressed on any syllable.

On the penultimate or the first syllable
5. The word educate /edju'kert/ is stressed on the first syllable because the last

syllable ends with ‘ate’. / 'edjukert/

ACTIVITY TWO (4 points)
e Write the following transcribed paragraph orthographically.

/ta'morau wil bi: 8 nads fain der wid ‘tempritfaz 'ri.fin de mid ‘twentiz// o b1t
ku:l "3:li 1n d@ 'mo:nin wid sam ‘favez bat d1s wil klzer Ap ta'wo:dz mid- 'mo:
nin eend maust 'ear1az wil haev preus’lond ‘'sanfain fo: maust pbv di ‘a:fte'nu:n/

/ 'wenzdei1z not 'lukin seu gud/ ‘ra:ds dal eend ‘euvvaka:st wid windz latt tu:

‘mpdarit eend rein send ‘drizl spred ‘susve maf pv da sauB pv da ‘kantri/

Tomorrow will be another fine day with temperatures reaching the mid-twenties, a bit cool early in the
morning with some showers but this will clear up towards mid-morning and most areas will have prolonged
sunshine for most of the afternoon. Wednesday’s not looking so good, rather dull and overcast with winds

light to moderate and rain and drizzle spread over much of the south of the country.
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ACTIVITY THREE (5 points) 0.5 for each
e Mark the primary stress on the phonetic transcription of the following words.

WORD TRANSCRIPTION WORD TRANSCRIPTION
1. democarcy /d1' mokrasi/ 6. employee [ emplor’ i/
2. Transfer (verb) /treens f3:/ 7. opportunity /. ppa tju:ntti/
3. interaction /. 1nte ‘raek(n/ 8. development /d1 velspmant/
4. arabesque | eera besk/ 9. open-minded ,aupen- maindid
5. reference / 'refrens / 10. greenhouse ‘gri:nhaus
ACTIVITY FOUR (6 points) 0.75 for each transcription + 0.25 for each justification
e Transcribe the following words, marks the primary stress, and justify stress placement.
WORD TRANSCRIPTION JUSTIFICATION
1. Opportune (adj) /'opatju:n/ Three-syllables simple adjectives are stressed

on the first syllable when the last syllable
contains a long vowel ( exception if compared
with other types of words).

2. Discipline (noun) | /'disiplin/ The stress is on the first syllable because both
the ultimate and penultimate syllables contain
short vowels.

3. Simplification simplzft'keifn The stress is on the penultimate because of
(noun) the suffix ‘tion’
4. Activate (verb) /| "aektivert/ The stressed is on the antepenultimate
because of the suffix ‘ate’
5. Geography (noun) | /d31 pgrafi/ The stressed is on the penultimate because of
the syffix ‘graphy’
6. Compromise /'kompremaziz/ Three-syllable simple nouns are stressed on
(noun) the first syllable when the last one contains a

diphthong ( exception if compared with other
types of words).
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